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Tt was from Cemp Miles Standish near Boston Mass. tha t I started To realize
that I was soon to be on my wey overseas to join the fight aga inst xhe Germans 1
There was much snow and ice on the fround and very cold in our low bla c¢x barracis

but it was here that I sterted out the New Year of 19L5 and wondered in my ovn mind

what this next year would have in store for me. I new that I was in for & lot of new |

advedtures. -

- On the morninz of the 8th of Janue ry they got us up
strucgled with our heavy loads down to the train tracks where we were loaded on and
started out for Boston, It didn'i take very long and soon wWe Were unloading from the
train anto the docdis richt beside wha< ceened to mée an enormous shipe. We were lined
up alpl-:ebeticilly and served coffee and douchnuts by the Red Crosse. Anile the bend
played swing music and our spirits were pretty good. Then thaey started +to lced us on |
and up the ‘gangplank I w2nt end 1in through the door 2 13, It seems that 13 has fol lovi—
ed me all throuzh my army life ever sincée I entered on Friday the 13th. any way ¥e
went into our rocms and boy wWire our quUArcers crovded. The bunks: were 5 deep anc E
18 inches betseen them and they said cravl into your bunk with your duffle baz and )
vour peck and everything on. “ell I mangzed but how I don't know and I thouzhs I'd |
newt be able to get out. Then they gave us all lie oreservers and *old us 0 pus i
them on snd make ourselves comfortable. That was impos ible to e comfortaeble. Abouv
dusk we started to move out of the herbor and I went up on deck to waich the liznts
of the good old U8 as I didn'v and gtill don'% know when I will see them again: }4.
was un till afte r midnight washing as'we went dowm along the coastline all nighv.
and the water wes very smooth and nice s=iling. Shortly before morning we must hav
turned out to sea as I suddenly sroke in my bunk ard felt like X had never felt
wefore. I Xnew thet this must be seasicimess and it wase About L0 in the mora
they had what they called faore drill end everyone had to go on jdecl::. woll thet 1s
when 1 rezlly found out what seasickmess is. I thouzht if I can only get bacx to

the t bunk they would never get me out acdin, But it seemed tha™t 1T was DO bes ter
It was part of

in my buck either end my steel helmet came to jts first good us=.

my permanent equirment from then on, & _

As the days passed by I would venturs out onto the deck and 'try to make nmyself '
feel gocd and about once & dey 1 viould gzet hunzry emough to iy to sveat oudb thet |
terrible chov line but inevitedbly as soon as I vould hit the kitchen and getn my l

real early and we all
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‘mess it filled I would wezlk streicht on throuch and dum it all in the ga rbage
" and head for fresh air and the railing as fast as I could. Finally after the Oth

dey it sroothed dovn and that night we started fo see the lichizss of the coast of =

sfrica and mbout midnight we passed through the Straights of Giibrelter into the

Veditarsnean Sea where the vglers were ONce MOTS peaceful and I felt liks myself

ozein. All the next day we pass:d ship after ship of tankerc and supplies. Eundreds
ar:;d rundreds af them . I wondered whrere they had all been -+ w3 had never seen anythi’
. ooming all the way across as W= camE AcCIroOSsS unescarted_ and a]:lﬁ by ourselves 1in our
) converted Iuxury Liner. 2(MrRIPoOSA) : - l | ~
,  “The coast of Africa was very barren and the small villages were not very nice g

looking. They were merely a few shacks stuck uo on thrg Side_.. ofi,the rocky hills that " !

came right dowm +to thae water linpe. =~ . | 7 o T - -
. Just before night we turned orth and headed for lf-fgrs.:qi_lles"_France. " Tha "t night
ur motors silent as’a subtmarine ehad sighted us but- .

we stopped for hours with o 1 . us
evidently gave up as just before morming ve went ori, Soor we were COMINg into "
13ttle islands and were foing alonz the coast of Brance. We peissed a Very smaljl‘_ .
1sland ené were told 1t was The Chateau Dief Where the Cowmt of' Honte Carlo was
-+ ". ' imprisonned. It must have bzen a terrible place. As it cer tzinly was & smzll island
) *° - but you could see the prison partnF hen we camehinto the port of Marséilles, where
" many of the ships both Germad and French had beén sunk in port. ¥e docked was |

P quickly unloaded and loaded up on trucks to go to our new campﬁDe'lta Base. As We
_rode through tovm I was certainly dissapointed as’I hgd glways heard of the beauty
AP +hiz F+avm. Bt whera 1t was I certainly couldn't see it. & - |
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- . just try to take that tovm and you will find out like we did, About that time about !

.~ and guns came in on the brat end we unloaded them and uncrated and clesned them up.

;" and pever heard a thing.

3 machine guns opened up a
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~ After 1aa:riﬁg Marﬂe'il'_les .EY truck we rode for a bout 20 mi'.'.éé_- out iﬁto" the co?mf;rYH

end finelly found our camp Delta 3ase, which was merely a big muddy hill where yor

could pitch your tént and thats about all. We manspzd bo get out tents up and from tin
cans and *sucfx everyone made a mekeshift stove in his tent to keep warm by as 1t was

cold, rainy, snd windy. The only trouble was that troéps: there before us had did the ee
same and there was not much fuel for miles esround. Then our vehicles and equipment, :

This zave us some fuel, »ut most of the wocd was used to enclose the vehiclas in
presaration for the long cold thip we knew we weee about Lo make, Meil was coming in
slowly by now but it sure was apprediated and we found it so dern herd to write back.
!.*T_;'leni-:;ht Charlie as we all ceslled him made his usug 1R bedeheck each night. It was a
big ferman plene who came over each night, for —hat I den't know except to gev us all
out of bed each night an? sexnd us running dotm over the hillside, Afier about the 2rd
nizht of this they couldn’t get me out for enything an I was to near frozen.. -
Tach night a few boys could go in o town end so I decided “o go in see tarseilles
but r=all:x theres rothireg therelor ms . You :.:aiﬂ%u? some wine in a dirty old wine shop-
sand walk the strz2ats for hours and listen to the str2et sslesmen jeboer to you about
scmething I don't knowr what as I surz couldn't parley Francilse very good, Then one
af ternoon to get away frcm the hill a few of us walkesd 15 m'les over to Aix I liked it
better then Marseilles ag it wasn's guite as dirtys Zut still you coulén’'t sec-n to
find anything to byy except wins. Ysere 1s where I finally per:;ua:!ed: 2 store kKelper

oy

sell me a tam for my little g£irl Jepnie., _ . | | .

Just before tre 1lsf of Feb, we siarted out on a long convoy tosrards the front
and it was a miseradble 3 deys travel. The first night our camp site was a fi=ld of:
mud adott 1 foot deep and the whole trono sgept in a house instead, The second nighw
was spent in a park full of slushy wiaiery snow. The 3rd night vas in a large bulld-
ing where we slept 2issalmost on top of ore another. OQur &ip tcok us up the Rhone !
River wvalley, up throuzgh Didohns, Zpinal and e finallvy exded up in a2 torm called -

-5

Merlenbach in Alsace Lorraine. The froni lines were only adous 5 miles from here and

I coulin't telieve it as it wes just as pesceful and quiet as could bHe, The peodle
. [ i - | o -
were very nice to us and almos® fought o see Who go% to havz us in ther2 heuses.

L]
-

They gave us the best beds, did 21l our veshing for us and made us confZrinble as

they could. IV was here thes I first zo% acjusinted with the German lenguaze as this
is vhat they spozz and I founa 1% mueh easiar o underssand than the French.

From th2i tovm vwie first made our o.erasions and +

L

A
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: he firss time anyone yent up to
the front lines just for observatlon a JoYy stepped on a mir2 and sent two of them -
on their wav back to the states badly wdunded. This scared me ov;-r':., but the sccond day
I was to ma¥e my first night pekrol. alone with Lt. Hitchell and:. tyo other boys. SoO
We went up to loox the things over and I couldn't believe my eyes, The ‘guides let us
drive right up to within a»out 300 yds of thier “ront lines end heis we disnounted snd
boldlv walked over *the top of the hill with him savine and pointing cut to us that
the Peinies wers over there in th-t tovm ené on thed next hill, I -thought you fool
wont they €Shoot at us and I asked him and he said Oh they migh% but: if they do they

i

Yaiowr we will fand out whers there gun positions are for sure and laiock them out with

our artillery. So our mission was to go dowm to -this towm that night and find if we
neir positions were at, That nignt it rained sone more and the

cculd where some or t , ‘
ground weas meddy as we weni dovn ovsr the hill towerd the towm. So fer' I had never

heard a shot fired or seen a Jerry and so ny confidence was preotcty g,oo'fi and I had

no fear as I couldn't believe there actuelly was someons out there who would shoot at’
me, We went down to the edge of the town end sat dovm and listened for' atout 3 hour . .
So we decided %o go back. We went back and shid to the boys

T don't think there wemalibuilg—diwi-3E- is anything down thare, .ﬂn}f,{ tiiey said. Yesh

| nﬂ's}grayed the side of the hill we had julét beon dovm over
t a groun of fleras. Evidently they had heard us, buz waited too long to

and up wvern 1
So we got out of there and wens back to town end went to ted. fle pulled

&
!
i

octen up. SO0 we . | |
quite a few of these kind of pairols and finally they t0ld us we were to go up to

f
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‘a 'l:mm called &nersw:.ller Gemany. I'l: was :just inszl.de thﬂ ‘Gérman 'border and wassort of
& Pﬂc}cet ax the Germans were still back in Frande onpomte USe 1€ pulled our platoon
into the town which consisted of about 100 housed, and tock over the Infantrys position
e weres agll up at damn to get our lst look at what lay in front of us as we didn't know
‘what to expect, and you didn't have to beg anyone to be on guard as. everyone wanted to
be up for h.'I.S own good anyvray. In the morning we. looked out &GI‘OS-& about 500 yards of
open field with a2 small river running dowm it and on the other side wes e set of RR
tracks which Was supnosedly the GEI'..:.&II front lines Just beyoubd this lay eno ther small
town called Marineau, France and about 500 yds-farther lay the ‘town of Forhacx "fh_.ch
the Infentry was trying so hard to get at this time. I% looked as though we wWere “to
have z ringside seat for the forthcoming 2attles for ithese tm"ﬂs ‘and such was thne casee
In 2 few days we thought nothing of beiug on the front and we walked boldly up and

cdovn the streets and dldn't think anvything of the mor wr sholls that they shot et us
unlezs they happened to get too close then we would J‘L‘I t guck in a house and wait and
lauzh at then and maybe cuss them out a- little too., Each dey we would all teke out our
.weasons and atrthe seme time everyone would fire all we bad at them just for tie fun
and then rur for cover and laush as they sent round after round of morisr andortillery
at us. These s%one houses could sure ta%e a brating and stend up under it. I se-med
that if you let them alone they wouldn't fire at you, but if you fired at them Iv was
just like smrrlnc‘ up & nest of bees. ‘ie used to spe“d our Aays going from house o
house and breskingz onen secrev comperhent eftar another to find welr wine and liquor
and whet loot there was. Usually we discarded what we picked un 1n 2 fewr days. ‘e livec
very well here as we ¢id our osn ccoZing on the stoves and had tne wuses fired up
very nice. Rations were plentiful and we hrd more ‘han we could ea... most of the Time.
We ate off of dishes then threw them aiiay and weni to another housat andl carried out
scme clean=ones for th2 mext meal. It was a regulsr shor to s2e our, P47 come in end
bomb and. shfe the Hienes ard only once did I ever see any planes fﬂr I‘EElS tance and

- i e s

it was only ons and didn't las* long. The Bilot oallad out and was cqptur- by the

ocutfit behind us.
1t was here that I did have a couqle of wild experizncas for me, The first was on

one of my petrols at night when ther vas 6 of us went ac¥oss the rlver and the onen
£ield to the tracks. e were to go ‘on ecross and un on the hill behing and find out
just what was there. As we sere all syrung out alonr the tracks,suddenly about 3
machine guns opened up from Just across the trac s and then tne_,r s-tanth throsing
hand u-“enar’es at us. Ve tossad some back and heeded for s small sewer diteh or cre-ﬂk
vhlch led from under the tracks dovm across tre open field to tme rw*-'r. It was our
only means of cover or route of escapesnd thev were pouring in the mortars pow anl
o ound us and we werea't laughing at them now as thers were no houses 'l:o duwXx 1in to,
But boy I sure could get down chin deep in that seweze wate:r and love :I.t. By the time:
we rot to the river the water wes so de3p that you Jjust could wallt and ‘we Ima' that
we would have to try swimming it. Everyone said they could swvim so we said 'lets try
it It was very cold as th- re wes ice on the ground exi we gll had on our clothes,
guns and armuni tion. Shugart the first one to try it ssid be carsful there is a lut
of current there and He didn't think he was going to make it, but one by one we
crossed. I weat next to the last ore an?! I sew what hrey meqnu; gs T reached the
bank , Vloleslagle had siar ted to cone across and in the middle of the stream I saw
him starb to sink and call for help., I jumped bac 1n and rade a des'*era’ce catch at
“him under.the water only to ccme Gp with his wool cep in my hand., ':art:_ng he soon
'came back up near me and as he started dovm atain I grabve’ his coat a.nd manazed to
- ; get him to shore. Here ve rested a few minutes and went on back, The only accident
was LcC a*"ferf vho got a bullet throuzh his eloow just as we were passlnn- our outpas’c
~intq our own lines. I guess he is back in the states now too, = !
This old mill or factory across the vway had us baf fled too and we pulled meny '*\
patrols out to 1t but never could. get up enoua'h nerve to 20 into it. After about g x
5 ndzhts or p'r-..ol'llng it we decided to make a raid on at devm so 10 of us went scross

wrent in. At flrst all LEE quwt then one came up out of the cellar

r By .

the river "and
 hollering Nix Sheetscd Or Tsh shéetson We didn't ask him to find out, but then all

a4 ma
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¥ ~ . .- hell started %o break out from every cormer of the Pactory and we could se~ more |
: ' coming dowm from the hill in beck ., We accounted for about Iy vefore ve left and then

we made a hasty retreat badk to our ovm torm, %o one got hurt.But the nexi day when
" ‘the Infentry had taken the hill end all we found that the field tha’ we had. been on
‘so much was full of shoe mines and many etﬁers; and no one had sei them off. Thank God.
¥'e then moved cur CP over into the tovm where the Germans had been, but our front had
| moved up to the next bovm Pellt Roselle where ge filled in a gap tetween the Infaniry
) ~and the Combat Engineers. Here we caughv lots of artillery as it was there last
stand before the Saar River where the mein Siegfried line was ate It Was here thet
one day I left myf'ﬁole to sec how some of my toys were and when I returnad the hole
was zreeily enlerced by a direct hit of en artillery shell, As the push weat on frono
here we shot out #n front with our cers and we lost one hrntem and ome £C by nines.
No one was killed tut several were wounded bu? we vent on anc never contected the
) Germans until we resched the Siegfred line. Here The Geperal ordered us to teze our
vahicles down on a road right along side of t'e riverarnd rufi them up and down to dew-
er—ine where their gun posiitions were apd whers thelr weal spols were for a crossing
had %0 be meie. Tnere was plenty of fire allright as T fook my section dovm ov2r the
hill headed for the river a=d right et the pillYoxes m the bpnosite sice of the
river. Ve made it to tre river allrignt and sta-ed berind a fe7 scastered houses
. nost of the time es everytine we stuck our ncses out ¥e go% it “shou at. Jug® tel<cre
5 dar thev ordsred us to coms bacik out and when I got oy I =aid Boy thsy'll pever
et me to do thet again. But the next cey the ordars weie the same end dovm e wezt &
azain. This time there was no firing and inspit€of our firing at the pillboxes ve
could get no return fire so the Ceneral saia wWe cross toziznt end they did. The
Tnf. Crossed and the Enzineers pubt up a bridge for us anl ws started off through
y the Siezfried line with no opposition at all, The missior for my s=ction carried ms
tkrouzh Sesrbrucken and I was very suprised as I was th2 Pirst tof"be in S=aruruc
on that side of the river aid the German civiliens there vers very hel-ful ir Te
me vhere I could go and wher: I couldn’t., 4t first I was Lraid to teze their ad
but I soon found out they were telling the truth. As I he:ided oyﬁ; north from
Ssorbrucken we went about 2 miles when my poinf banvem scid Wrputs akead in the
house as he had szen them, Ve cbverdd the house with our Frmored Car and went in
a®ter tren . They camz out willingly and 1% turned out threr were 6 hish ran'ing
Gormens Officers and T stiil have the Lugsr of one of trem vri+h pe as a souvernir of
the 15t Gorman I captured. From rere on my mission was 1o tee: going mntil I
contac ted the enemy but as I rolled throuzgh towm after 0w all I could find wes
white flags coming out of windows and soldiers ccming outd vith their hands up. Te
woild disarm them and kick Them on back towerds Saarbrucker .fandgn on Je had lost
radio contgot and ran oi'f of the maps but like fools haﬂnff;m v7e yent on and on
+he ten of us in our three vehicles. Firally as we came onc'};_ big hill above a Trather
largz torm 7e saw an enormous lot of traffic and we all sa;’ié he re it is Dboys, butf‘
we looked agzain and i+ was American vehicles. Tie went on dowi end made ihs first 8941
_ coritact betveen tre 3rd and the 7th Armyse I was taxen W Reginentzl Erddguarters \
; and they had to xmow nrstory and we gotb cormunicetions back b my ountlit finally. |
: Yessaze came through to us Mis-ion completed -Remain there for the night, and we did,
. This was actually the las® of our actual contact with the eneay as from here on out '
- ve wewe always kept back in reserves tehind the lines. And we started whet you mignt
‘e¢all our occupaticnal work, such as guarding valuekle plsaces. Ering the HMilitary
" Police for the civilians and searching the areas surrounding the towns for possible
".  hidden enmemy and guns and armunition etce Our work followed this line from St. iiendel

© to St. Ingbert and then to Xindsback neer Kaiserlautern and {ram trere to Bed Yunster

be
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. -~ and Bad Kreuznack where we lived in a hugh lens facTory 0pe_r;atﬂ by Scheineder, This
.. 7. “wes near the Rhine River anc ve had. plenty of drinking meterialfor time of f. Soon

} . . VI they started a large P cage right behind the factory and it Waé"a pitiful sight to
' gee ‘all of these Prisonera coming in but Ve kner vhnat ha,d hagpered to the Hoys of

ours that had been captured and mpsftlof-_t_e Germens werz glad ® be prisoners to
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- 'T'here is D.Ou too much more 'l:o 'l:ell as the rest of the tme as 1 aaid was all SPE'ﬂt

:7 .7 .doing occupetional duties which were almost always ‘the same e'va‘-’mere 7e went. I will ;
- . name Off the tovns as we moved along. ¥ R e L e g
~ + From Bed ¥rouznack we moved ‘l:"'trcmgh Franki'uru 370 Hanau on “the }.Taln river. T‘l‘- was
here that the end of the war ¥ith the Germens came and we all started wondering will
we go to J&Pﬁn and how long will the war last with themd’ From here we moved norTn
to Fohr-Crenzhausen near the Rhine again and from there I went on a Pass 10 the
‘Riviera France at Nice. I sures never enjoyed m.,rself' ther:2 and i< 'haolr me rlrbt back
down that Rhone river valley I had came up from Marseilles one “Then L re"ld"::ﬂd to oy
platoon we soon moved to a very little, tovm cnlled Arzbac:k where I spent the Lith of
July shooting colored Very Pastols. And 1 think we sent’lj). men to the HDE"\ because o’
) them I even carry a scar on my lip frem one of them. From here we wersa moved out by
the Freach coming in and we moved over to Wielburg. From here the outifit started to e
breax up end part of us wers sent up to the 5rd Ron Tr. a+ Bad Wildungen wherse we :
lived i n tents »ut did the ssme kind of work yet. From hﬂre we moved to Treysa anc :
-then I weat o NCO School for 10 davs and when I cane bac't they wWere in 2 1ittle
tovm calied Rhunla end it was he¥= that the end of the wa:r with the Japs cans aoout
finally snd we gll started sweating out when do We go her2?7?77 Cn the 10 Sent we moved |
back up here to Zad Fildungan for our winter quarters and we are sill here waiting
to zo back to the lights of the gnod old USA once rmore. ¢ heve gein~d end lost a ;
lot of ren by this redeployment and I have worzed myselfl up To tae joo of lst Sgeo.
but thet sure isn't what I went. Yes you know it. I want ftha ¢ 7hi te ShEEu of vpape
tha* savs I'm entitled to be a ¢ivilian once nore and a’ f'ree maNaseece ]
I know this doesn't cover very much of vhet 2ll has i‘lqrwneu over here but maybe
it will give you a rcugh idsa of what all gnfs One And ~7il1l helr me to remember a '
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