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KERY WAS CALLED TO THE FRONT LINE

| The Battle of the Bulge took place between Dec 16, 1944, and January 25, 1945. The 69th began to ar{'ive in England
in December 1,1044. the 69th was called on to furnish 2,200 men because of the bulge which was taking place. All
their éq“ipment had not arrived therefor we were replacements.

1 got the above information off computer concerning history record of the 69th Infantry Division. I didn't know how
| many of us left that night. 2,200 was called out.
i ‘ 1 went over seas with the 69th division. If I remember right on or about midnight we were arm}sed ong of bed and told
L | “you are going to be on the front line the next day". We drew out weapons, ammunition which we carried personally.
They were going fo fly us there. But it began to sleet and then snow so after waiting some 2 hours at the air port it was
| determined the planes could not get off the ground. We got back into the trucks went to the English Channel, got on
barges, out on the water, transferred from barges on to LSTs, all in the dark that same night. We Landed at LaHarve
France and went the rest of the way on trains, trucks and on foot. As near as I could tell, we were to stop the forward
| movement of the bulge and push back the Germans to their home land. It rained, sleeted, snowed, the snow got deeper
and deeper. Temperature reached the lowest ever for this area. 88 Artillery and small arm fire took its tole of our
company, also the cold weather. When I and 2 others were wounded they refused the company commander’s request
{or an ambulance because of the activity and sent a Jeep which received 88 Artillery fire coming and going.
I'went through first aid hospital in Belgium, treated in hospital Paris France, Hospital in Chester England, Brooks
Hospital Fort Sam Houston San Antonia Texas, Hospitalized 9 months.
John R. Dockery
END OF THE BULGE

Casualty estimates from the battle vary widely. The official U

5. account lists 80,987 American casualties, while other estimates range
from 70,000 to 108.000. According to the 1.5, Deps

. the American forces suffered 89,500 casualties including 19,000

killed, 47 500 wounded and 23,000 missing repart by the LUinited States Department of the Army lists some 108347

. casualties, including 19 246 killed, 62,489 wounded and 26,612 captured and missing. 106 The Battle of the Bulge was the bloodiest of
the battles that 1 5. forces experienced in World War I1; the 19,000 American dead we unsurpassed by those of any other engagement,

125] British losses totaled 1 400. The German High Command's official figure for the campaign was 84,834 casualties, and other estimates
range between 60,000 and 100 000

i8]

4 The Allies pressed their advantage following the battle. By the beginning of February 1945 the lines were roughly where they had been in
w 1944 In early February, the Allies launched an attack all along the Western front: in the north under Mantgomery {nward
Aachen; in (hc ccmgr. under Courtney Hodges; and in the south, under Fatton. Montgomery's behavior during the months of December

and January, including the press conference on 7 January where he appeared to downplay the contribution of the American generals

further soured his relationship with his American counterparts through to the end of the war. "
| The German losses in the battle were critical in several respects: the last of the German reser

‘ et now gone, the Ly waiTe had been
and the remainine Cierman forees in the Wast were heing mik " rhrnH detonses af thy (AT 1





