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morial Day occurred
In

after the Civil War

ins of Me:
n'g:?  ex the Civil War ended.
fact three years
ended, on May 5,
1868, the head of an
organization  of|
Union veterans —
the Grand Army of
the Republic (GAR)
- established
Decoration Day as a
time for the nation
to decorate the
graves of the war
dead with flowers.
Major General John
A. Logan declared it
should be May 30.
It is believed the
date was chosen
because flowers
would be in bloom
all over the country.
The first
significant
observance was held
that year at
Arlington National Cemetery, across the
Potomac River from Washington, D.C.
The ceremonies centered on the
mourning-draped veranda of the
Arlington mansion, once the home of
General Robert E. Lee. Various
Washington officials, including General
and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant, presided over
the ceremonies. After speeches, children
from the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan
Home and members of the GAR made
their way through the cemetery,
strewing flowers on both Union and
Confederate graves, reciting prayers,
and singing hymns.
In 1966, Congress and President

~Lyndon Johnson declared Waterloo,
N.Y., the “birthplace” of Memorial Day.
There, a ceremony on May 5, 1866,
honored local veterans who fought in
the Civil War. Businesses closed, and
residents flew flags at half-staff. By
the end of the 19th century, legislatures
passed proclamations designating the
day, and the Army and Navy adopted
regulations for proper Observance at
their facilities. It was not until after
World War I, however, that the day
was expanded to honor those who have
died in all American wars. In 1971,
Memorial Day was declared a national
holiday by an act of Congress, though
is still often called Decoration Day.
[t was then also placed on the last
Monday in May, as were some other
ederal holidays.
Wearing poppies, placing flowers on
teran’s graves, hanging flags, or
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Melvin Berry

inues to honor hi

being a part of the Color Guard, many
take part in the annual holiday. A
very quiet man in rural Lincoln County
continues to honor
o his country on
Memorial Day since
he came home from
serving his country
in World War II,
Mr. Melvin Berry.
The following is a
little bit about
Melvin as written
by his
granddaughter:
Melvin was 19
and had just
graduated from
Hunter High School
in 1944 when he
was called to
service. He went to
Camp Croft, South
Carolina, for four
months for basic
training. I asked
him  what he
thought the worst part of boot camp
was, and he said the long hikes in the
hills with all his gear on. He went
overseas on March 23, 1945, on a boat
called the U.S.S. Weigel. The troop
ship left at night from New York
Harbor, and it took 12 days to get to
their destination. He landed in
LeHavre France. He wrote lotters home
to his mother and girlfriend, Iva Mao,
and by using a code that they had
arranged before he left, they could figure
out where he was. For some letters, he
would accidentally give too much
information, and pieces of the letters
would be cut out (physically cut out of

the paper). Ana unmorunavely, granupa
(Melvin) wrote his letters front and back,
s0 Iva Mae had a hard time knowing
which side had actually been censored.

He was sent to France, Holland,
Belgium, and Germany. He was
supposed to cross the Remagen Bridge
over the Rhine River in Germany, but
the Germans had blown it up to keep
the Americans away. So he crossed a
pontoon bridge the Americans built in
place of it.

On his tour of duty, he camped nearby
Dachau concentration camp and saw
the trains the Jewish people were
brought in on and saw the ovens the
Germans used to exterminate them. My
husband and I were blessed to take a
trip to Europe in our younger years
(before kids) and went to some of these
places Grandpa experienced. It was
very solemn and humbling and hard to

was born, in 1925, as were previous
family members.
In 2009, Melvin had the opportunity
to go on the Honor Flight to the World
War Il Memorial in Washington, D.C.
His daughter, Carol, and son, Ken,
Jjoined him on the trip. There was so
‘much beauty all around in the
magnificent fountains, the reflecting
pool, and the iconic monuments at the
National Mall. Senator Bob Dole
greeted everyone. But the highlight
of the trip was when they stopped at
Arlington National Cemetery. The
group stopped to see the grave of the
Unknown Soldier, but Melvin went
there to visit his sister, Ilene. Not
many people probably know that Ilene
served in the U.S. Navy in World War
II and the Korean War. She was CTI
Communications Technician Petty
Officer First Class. She is buried in
Arlington National Cemetery. That
was the most memorable moment of
his trip.

Seventy-eight years have passed now
since that young 19-year-old was sent
away from his family and home to
serve his country. It’s something that
our family is incredibly proud of. The

s country

imagine thinking of him being 19 years
old, called to duty in countries that
were oceans away.

After the Germans surrendered on
May 5, 1945, and the war was over,
Grandpa, a PFC Rifleman, was
transferred from the 137 Regimen of
36th Infantry Division to the 5th
infantry division band (still in
Germany) playing the coronet. The
band played for General Eisenhower
when he came to inspect the troops. In
August 1945, he came back to the
United States on the U.S.S. Crystal.
When his ship returned to New York,
he saw the Statue of Liberty for the
first time — I can imagine that was
quite a homecoming.

He was sent to Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, to prepare for going to Japan
to continue fighting. Grandpa was ready
to go to Japan and was on a short
leave from the camp when the United
States dropped the Atomic Bomb on
Japan, so he was not called to go and
remained at Fort Campbell until he
was discharged. ~ While at Fort

Campbell, he was put on an Army truck
with those awful bench seats and canvas
top and had to go from Kentucky to
Chicago to play in a ticker-tape parade.

And then did that again, but this
time he rode in that Army truck to
New York for another ticker-tape
parade. But I think this one was okay
with him because the President and all

sacrifices and heroism of his time are
what truly make him part of the
greatest generation, and it's our hope
that all the generations to come never
forget them.

Mr. Berry earned a victory medal,
European Theater Ribbon with bronze
battle star, Army of Ooccupation Medal
Gormany, and a Good Conduct Medal.

And overy year since 1946, Melvin
Berry has been a part of the Honor
coming to Salina, Kansas, on the train. g:::jwff;d “éi‘:;‘;:‘ Di‘g Syl
He then hitched a ride with a U.S. o odtie o AE‘:"’GYW‘;“C“:’::;‘
Postal carrier to Hunter, Kansas. He tary, .and % :
e ea oaek 20 the home. where e Nowin his 90, ho continues to hanor

sorts of high-ranking generals were in
attendance at this parade.
He was discharged on August 1, 1946,

Memowial Day Sewnrvices

Here we stand to honor our dead;

To remember then as these words are read.
To give that honor that they have earned;
Is a lesson taught, a lesson learned.
These men and women who gave their all;
And answered God: hallowed call.
And even though we are apart
They live on in our minds and heart.
So, bow your head and let us pray;
God bless them all on this day.

Services by Lucas American Legion Post #267 & Sons of the Legion
Sunday, May 29th - Delhi Cemetery - 2:00 p.m.
Monday, May 30th - Rosette Cemetery - 9:00 a.m.
*Monday, May 30th - Lucas Cemetery - 10:30 a.m.

Speaker: Rodney Ammons P 3
*Weather permitting a flyover by pilot Tony Mahoney in his vintage biplane




