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“I seemed to be the only one who could play (the organ), having grown up with the piano,” Morris said. “I got to go across

the street and play for every wedding that took place.”

Playing the organ took a team effort.
“It wasn't modern, someone had to stand there and pump it," Morris said. "... There were a few times they got so interested
in watching the ceremony, they forgot to pump.”

Heitschmidt caught a glimpse of Gen. Dwight Eisenhower one day — though it was no easy feat.
" Morris said. ”...1 couldn’t see him. I

“We were in London and the word got around that he was going to such-and-such area,”
climbed a light pole to see him and I found out that light pole was dirty. My uniform was just filthy — but I saw Eisenhower.

That was what [ wanted.”
and he would write back using code words to let her know where he was

Heitschmidt’s mother wrote him letters every day,
stationed.

After World War II ended, Heitschmidt was shipped to France and eventually got to Paris.
how long you were in the service, how many years or months you had

“After the war, we were all discharged on points —
1 didn’t have enough points, so I helped send people home.”

been overseas and how much action you'd seen,” Morris said.

Heitschmidt was proud of the fact that he quickly learned to navigate both London and Paris.
- and here [ was, in two of the biggest cities in the world, and I knew my

“I'was 20 years old. I'd rarely been out of the state ..

way around,” Heitschmidt said,

The French people were relieved to have the help from America.
The Germans were in their country.”

“The French went through a hell of a lot more than any of us,” Morris said. “

Heitschmidt finally got to came back to the United States in 1946, where he met up with a young lady he had been Wwriting

ever since meeting her in Texas — the woman who would become his wife.

“I came back in March and was married in June,” Morris said.
served as part of the VF\W Honor Guard.

Heitschmidt went on an Honor Flight about five years ago and, until recently,

Heitschmidt was also one of two of McPherson World War II veterans honored during the 75th D-Day Commemoration
program in Abilene earlier this month. He and Navy veteran Carl Kasey were interviewed by the Eisenhower Foundation,

took part in a ceremony in front of Eisenhower’s statue and were given a sneak peek at the museum’s renovations.

That was quite a day. It was really interesting,” Heitschmidt said. "..They treated us royally.”

ontact Patricia Middleton by email at pmiddleton@mcphersonsentinel.com or follow her stories on Twitter at

DMiddIeSentinel.
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