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Before being drafted to join the U.S. Army in 1943, Morris Heitschmidt had only traveled outside of Kansas a few times.

After graduating from Geneseo High School in 1942 and attending Salt City Business School in Hutchinson, Heitschmidt

went to boot camp in Abilene, Texas.

“I had just graduated from high school, so I hadn’t even had a chance to be a civilian,” Heitschmidt said.

Boot camp was the hardest part of his military service because of learning to take orders.

“Being in the Army, you didn’t do what you wanted to do — you did what they wanted,” Heitschmidt said. “If you did it well,

you get by and it pays off. ...l ended up as a staff sergeant, which was pretty nice. I got $96 a month.”

Originally stationed in Longview, Texas, Heitschmidt’s typing skills — with his fingers flying as fast at 90 words per minute
on a manual typewriter — landed him an assignment at the headquarters of a general hospital in a small English village 80

miles west of London.

“There were a lot of the English who didn't like Americans ... but most of them accepted us,” Morris said.

Part of Heitschmidt’s job was keeping track of all the soldiers coming in and out of the facility.

“If we could fix them there, we did. If we couldn’t, they'd be shipped home,” Heitschmidt said.

The day Heitschmidt remembers best is D-Day — June 6, 1944.

“\e didn’t know when the war was going to start,” Heitschmidt said. “We were all over there, ahead of time, waiting.”

The wait ended with hundreds of aircraft flying overhead, heading for France.

“P'ye never seen so many planes in the air at one time,” Heitschmidt recalled. ”...We knew then that something was up.”

When he was on liberty Heitschmidt would take the train to visit Scotland, Ireland or London, where he would take in live

theatrical performances.

Heitschmidt said he admired those who lived in London — and wondered at how some places in the city were destroyed by

German bombs and others were left untouched.

“England was getting bombed long before D-Day,” Morris said. “It's amazing what those people went through.”

As time wore on, some officers would marry the hospital nurses in the nearby village chapel.

hnps://www‘hmchnews com/news/20 l90624/mcphcrsml-wwii—vel-hnnnrcd-alvahi|cne




