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Dwight D. Eisenhower’s dedication to serving his country, leadership skills, and successful mili-
tary career were the result of both opportunities he received and his decisions to make the most
of them. Eisenhower applied to West Point in 1911, was accepted, and graduated in 1915. His
graduating class would later be known as the “class the stars fell on” for their collective and indi-
vidual successes in the military, as many of these men rose to high ranking positions during the
Army’s expansion in World War II (Generals in the United States Army wear stars to signify their
rank).

Students will examine primary sources from Dwight Eisenhower’s early life, focusing on his time
as a cadet at West Point and his early military career. Using these sources students will think
critically about the role of resilience, Eisenhower’s options, and how these options were shaped
by the historical context. To investigate these questions, students will analyze primary sources
and place them on a physical timeline using chronology and sequence to infer conclusions about
Eisenhower’s life and commitment to public service. Using what they have learned, students will
write an excerpt from their own future autobiography that focuses on an important decision in
their lives.

1. What experiences in Eisenhower’s early life shaped his character?

2. How do we determine our path through life? What opportunities are given to us? What
opportunities do we create for ourselves? How do we understand these opportunities
within a broader historical context?

3. What does it mean to be “resilient”? What role did it play in Eisenhower’s life? What role
does it play in your own life?

» “West Point, 1911 - The Beginnings of a Life in Service.” Eisenhower Memorial.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdYFZEU0-S8
Teacher Notes: This short video offers an overview of Eisenhower’s boyhood, as well as his
time at West Point.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdYFZEU0-S8
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Interesting details:
o The video provides background on Eisenhower’s early years as a boy, including
hobbies, chores, and school.
o Describes the pact that Eisenhower and his brother, Edgar, made to raise money for
each other’s college educations.
o Describes the components of Eisenhower’s West Point education, including the initial
indoctrination called “Beast Barracks,” as well as academics, athletics, teamwork and

discipline.

» Excerpt from At Ease: Stories I Tell to Friends. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.
https://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p4013coll11/id/1173
Teacher Notes: Memoir excerpts from Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Professional Soldier and

the Study of History, commemorating the centennial of his birth.
Interesting details:
o This excerpt from Eisenhower’s memoir explains his early fascination with history.
o Eisenhower was especially interested in military leaders from Ancient Greece and
Rome as well as in U.S. history.

» “1914 Howitzer” Howitzer. 1914. USMA Library.
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/14397
Teacher Notes: An introduction to the West Point cadet yearbook, Howitzer, from 1914.

Interesting details:
o The text summarizes life at West Point from a cadet’s (“Kaydet”) point of view.
o The writer points out the many regulations and rules cadets must follow.
o The cartoon in the corner shows cadets riding a car with tires labeled “class rank.”
The car is about to run over tacks—a pun on “tacs” or tactical officers who often

enforced rules on the cadets.

» “Review of the Season.” Howitzer. 1913. USMA Library.
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/10944
Teacher Notes: This Howitzer article reviews the 1913 football season.

Interesting details:
o Eisenhower injured his knee during the season and he never played football for West
Point again. He even considered quitting school entirely. Have students consider
what these experiences tell us about Eisenhowers resilience.


https://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p4013coll11/id/1173
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/14397
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209715/ 
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/10944
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o This season featured a famous game between West Point and the Carlisle Indian
School. The Carlisle School and their best player, Jim Thorpe, surprised West Point by
beating the military academy 27-6, which Howitzer calls the “worst defeat we have

had in years.”

“A Skin List” Friday, April 24, 1914 Howitzer. 1914. USMA Library.
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/14638
Teacher Notes: The “Skin List” was a list of students who had broken various rules at West
Point.
Interesting details:

o This Skin List seems to be a joke version created by students for the yearbook.

o Eisenhower was charged with “Misspelling his own name on chapel permit” which

seems to indicate that the list is a parody.

» Have students compare the Skin List with the 1914 Howitzer introduction above—
both emphasize the number of rules the cadets had to follow. Students should consider
how forcing cadets to pay attention to details might prepare them for future careers as

Army officers.

“Marksmanship Qualification.” Howitzer. 1915. USMA Library.
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/13878
Teacher Notes: This list shows how West Point cadets scored on their rifle marksmanship test.

Interesting details:
o The designations were Expert Rifleman, Sharpshooter, and Marksman.
 Eisenhower earned the middle designation, Sharpshooter.

“Cadet Record of Dwight David Eisenhower” Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.
Teacher Notes: Eisenhower’s cadet record from West Point contains a one-page summary of
his academic achievements, sports participation, and military training as well as a transcript
of courses he completed.
Interesting details:

 Eisenhowers class rank was 61 out of 164.

e His best classes were English, History, and Drill Regulations.

o The summary mentions Eisenhower’s football career and his season-ending injury.

o The transcript lists each course Eisenhower completed along with his rank in each

course.


http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/14638
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/13878
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Excerpt from At Ease: Stories I Tell to Friends. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.
https://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p4013coll11/id/1173
Teacher Notes: An excerpt from Eisenhower’s memoir on how General Fox Conner encour-

aged him to read history and literature when Eisenhower worked under him in Panama.
Interesting details:
o Eisenhower wrote that he had lost his interest in history before meeting General
Conner.
o General Conner asked Eisenhower to read a wide range of history and literature
and then they would discuss it together.
o Students should consider why General Conner thought it was important for Eisen-
hower to understand history.

Source Discovery Handout

Cue video “West Point, 1911 - The Beginnings of a Life in Service” <https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=TdYFZEUQ-S8> to show students.

Print out copies of sources—enough so that each student receives one.
Print out copies of the Source Discovery Handout—one for each student.

Prepare a blank wall or whiteboard space for students to create their timeline.

Students will begin by watching a short video clip, “West Point: A Life in Service to his
Country,” from the Dwight D. Eisenhower E-Memorial <https://youtu.be/TdYFZEU0-S8>
about Eisenhower’s boyhood and decision to apply to West Point. Focus question to write

on board: What important decisions did Eisenhower face as a young person?

Each student receives one of seven different sources. (Teacher may decide to place students
in groups or have students work individually). Students will investigate what the source
says about Eisenhower and the choices he made in his life and career using the Source
Discovery Handout. Students will record basic sourcing information (title, creator, date,


https://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p4013coll11/id/1173
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdYFZEU0-S8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdYFZEU0-S8
https://youtu.be/TdYFZEU0-S8
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source type) and also use it to answer the following questions: What does this source de-
pict? What can this source tell us about Eisenhower’s choices? What can this source tell us
about the time period?

3. Asa class, students will share their findings by creating a timeline. Invite students to tape
their sources in chronological order to the board or a blank wall. The timeline will begin
with Eisenhower’s birth in 1890 and end with the U.S. entry into World War II in 1941.
For each source, ask students as a class to explain what the source says about Eisenhower.
What choices did he make? What were the effects of his choices? What other options could
Eisenhower have chosen?

4. Assignment: Students write a page from their own future autobiography that highlights a
childhood passion or interest and how it impacted their life. (For example, Eisenhower’s
early interest in history as revealed in his memoir becomes important later in his develop-
ment as an army officer working under General Fox Conner.)

Students at lower levels of reading ability may be assigned sources with less text. Also more text-
heavy sources, such as the excerpts from the Eisenhower memoir can be further excerpted to
highlight most relevant material.

Advanced students may be encouraged to explore the online archives of Howitzer, the West Point
yearbook, to learn more about the academy in the years that Eisenhower attended. Students
could also research Eisenhower’s interest in history: What about the subject captured his interest?
What kind of history was he not interested in?

Students will be assessed on their writing assignment and their use of source material to under-
stand Dwight Eisenhower’s early life and the choices he made. To investigate these questions,
students will analyze primary sources and place them on a physical timeline using chronology
and sequence to infer conclusions. Students’ critical thinking can also be assessed through their
accurate interpretation of the primary sources using the Source Discovery handout.
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Lesson Plans

»

The Molding of a Leader. National Park Service.
[https:/ /www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/ molding—of—a—leader—introduction.htm‘

A program consisting of five lesson plans for 4th and 5th grade students focusing on
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s leadership ability. Lessons and primary sources focus on the
character traits that helped mold Eisenhower into an effective leader. The lessons also
ask students to consider how to develop and demonstrate those same character traits in
their own lives.

Secondary Sources and Digital Resources

»

»

West Point: A Life in Service to his Country. Eisenhower E-Memorial.
http://eisenhowerfoundation.net/experience/#/west_point

In this pivotal moment, teachers and their students can learn about key events in Eisen-
hower’s early life including sections titled Abilene, Getting into West Point, and Life in the
Army. The documentary film includes an interview with General Robert L. Caslen, 59th
Superintendent of West Point.

West Point Center for Oral History. West Point Center for Oral History.

http://www.westpointcoh.org

This collection is an excellent oral history archive dedicated to the story of the American
soldier, in both war and peace. Interview subjects currently include veterans of World War
I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Bosnia, and the recent conflicts in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Students can filter the interviews by location and select “West Point” for
interviews on the topic of the academy itself—a great opportunity to compare West Point
over the years.


eisenhowerfoundation.net/experience/#/west_point
http://www.westpointcoh.org
https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/molding-of-a-leader-introduction.htm
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Primary Sources
» USMA Library Digital Collections. United States Military Academy Library.
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/

The United States Military Academy library features a wide range of online sources related
to West Point including the student yearbook, Howitzer, going back to 1897.

» ADRP 6-22: Army Leadership. Department of the Army.
https://caccapl.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/web/repository/doctrine/adp-6-22.pdf

The Army leadership manual from 2012 summarizes the Army’s philosophy of leadership.
The manual emphasizes, in particular, the importance for leaders to demonstrate resilience
in the face of hardship.


http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/
https://caccapl.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/web/repository/doctrine/adp-6-22.pdf
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Excerpt from At Ease: Stories | Tell to Friends, p. 3. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.

CHAPTER I11

The Key to the Closet

M‘n’ FIRST READING LOVE was ancient history. At an early age, I
developed an interest in the human record and I became particularly
fond of Greck and Roman accounts. These subjects were so en-
prossing that I frequently was puilty of neglecting all others. My
mother's annoyvance at this indifference to the mundane life of chores
and assipned homework grew wntil, despite her reverence for books,
she took my volumes of history away and locked them in a closet,

This had the desired effect for a while. I suppose I gave a little
more attention to anthmetic, spelling, and peography. But one day
I found the key to that closet. Whenever Mother went to town to
shop or was out working in her flower garden I would sneak out the
boaks,

Out of that closet and out of those books has come an odd result.
Even to this day, there are many unrelated bits of information about
Greece and Rome that stick in my memory, Some are dates. I have
a =zort of fixation that causes me to interrupt a conversation when
the speaker is one year off, or a hundred, in dating an event like
Arbela; and often I put aside a book, until then interesting enough,

when the anthor 1= lese than n—.mpnTmu ot chrnm}lr_ag_\n

In any case, the battles of Marathon, Zama, Salamis, and Cannae
became as familiar to me as the games (and battles) | enjoyed with
my brothers and friends in the school yard, In later years, the movies
taught children that the bad guy was the one in the black hat,
Such people as Hannibal, Caesar, Pericles, Socrates, Themistocles,
Miltiades, and Leonidas were my white hats, my heroes. Xerxes,
Darius, Alcibiades, Brutus, and Nero wore black ones. White or black,
their names and those battles were fresh news as far as 1 was
concerned for T could pever seem to get it into my head that =l
these things had happened two thousand years earlier—or that pos-
sibly I would be better advised to pay at least a Little attention to
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Excerpt from At Ease: Stories | Tell to Friends, p. 4. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.

4 THE ARILENE YEARS

current, rather than ancient, afairs. Among all the figures of antig-
uity, Hannibal was my favorite.

This bias came about because I read one day that no account of
Carthaginian history was ever written by a friendly hand. Every-
thing we know about Carthage, about Hamilcar and his lion's brood
—of which Hannibal was one—was written by an enemy. For a
great man to come down through history with his only biographers
in the opposite camp 1s a considerable achievement. Moreover, Han-
nibal always seemed to be an underdog, neglected by his govern-
ment, and fighting during most of his active years in the territory
of his deadly and powerful enemy. Though I later came 0 recognize
that unless Rome had survived the Punic Wars, Western civilization
might easily have disappeared from the earth, my initial champion-
ship of Hannibal continued throughout my youth.

In this I was, undoubtedly, much like the young people of all
times. Lost causes arouse their sympathy more intensely than over-
whelming success begets their admiration. Because they are soon the
chief customers in the literary market, and sometimes the chief con-
tributors to it, this youthful attitude, always for the underdog, may
very well affect the writing of history both in quantity and in tone,

In the literature of our own Civil War, Lee, for example, bulks
larger in the sympathy and even veneration accorded him than Grant,
the ultimate victor. Jeb Stuart, who died in battle, cutshines Phil
Sheridan, who, just as daring, suffered no serious wound. And
Lincoln, struck down when his hardest challenge was still before him,
has always excited more study and more books than Washington,
who could validly claim that all his public responsibilities had been
met and fully discharged.

Since those early years, history of all kinds, and certainly political
and military, has always intrigued me mightily. When a historical
novel is well written and documented, I am apt to spend the whole
evening in its reading. The campaigns of the more modern leaders—
Frederick, Napoleon, Gustavus Adolphus, and all of our prominent
American soldiers and statesmen—I found absorbing.

When 1 got around to the Americans, Washington was my hero,
I never tired of reading about his exploits at Princeton, at Trenton,
and particularly in Valley Forge. I conceived almost a violent hatred
of Conway and his cabal and could not imagine anyone so stupid
and so unpatriotic as to have wanted to remove Washington from
command of the American Army. The qualities that excited my ad-
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Excerpt from At Ease: Stories | Tell to Friends, p. 5. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.

THE KEY TO THE CLOSET 5

miration were Washington's stamina and patience in adversity, first,
and then his indomitable courage, daring, and capacity for self-sac-
rifice.

The beauty of his character always impressed me. While the
cherry tree story may be pure legend, his Farewell Address, his
counsels to his countrymen, on the occasions such as his specch at
Newburgh to the rebellious officers of his Army, exemplified the
human qualities | frankly idolized.

If, in Abilene, I never became as involved in the Civil War, this
was because it was relatively recent. After all, when Abilene’s men
and women, and boys for that matter, talked about “the war,” they
meant the struggle between MNorth and South, that had ended only
twenty-five years before 1 was born. There were hundreds in the
town who remembered the war's beginning; its major campaigns and
crises and figures; the ebb and flow of battle that had reached from
the Atlantic into our state; the downfall of the Confederacy; the as-
sassination of Lincoln. For them, these events were not yet history,
In Abilene as in other American towns of that time, scores of men
still in their fifties and early sixties who ran local businesses, worked
nearby farms, or practiced the professions, were veterans of the war.
Closeness 1o it in time made that war appear commonnlace to me;
in any event romance, adventure, and chivalry seemed characteristic
of the conflicts of earlier centuries.

Looking back I realize that in reading about Egypt, Assyria, Per-
sia, Greece, Rome, and, later, about the British and French, T was
dealing largely with conguerors, battles, and dramatic events. Of
course, I could read also about scholars and philosophers, but they
seldom loomed so large in my mind as warriors and monarchs. Yet
history is not made merely by big names or by startling actions, but
also by the slow progress of millions and millions of people. They
contribute to the creation of reputations and to the moments of his-
tory itself.,

Hannibal and Caesar and Scipio would have been nothing except
for loval soldiers who marched and sweated and died to carry out
the will of their masters. Plato and Aristotle would have spoken in
_futility to the breezes sweeping off the Aegean, had not their teach-
ings slowly, almost imperceptibly, been incorporated into the texture
of Western thought, and taken for granted (as it were) by people
who never read them, possibly mever heard of them.
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Excerpt from At Ease: Stories | Tell to Friends, p. 6. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.

6 THE ABILENE YEARS

I know now that as a youngster I was concerned almost exclusively
with the peaks and promontories—the dramatic features—of the
historical terrain. Today, I am interested too in the great wvalleys
within which people, by their work, their zeal, and their persistence,
have transformed a savage and crude environment into an industrial
complex so that in the 1960s one man in the field can provide the
food and fiber for twenty others.

Even as late as our own Revolutionary time 95 per cent or so of
cur population was rural. It is a far cry from the days, still fairly
recent, when the pioneer housewife, getting lye water from boiling
wood ashes, and fat frbm the fall butchering of the hogs, combined
the two to make a crude soap to keep her house, her children, and
her dishes clean. At the moment, a thousand advertised products guar-
antee to make her work a pleasure rather than drudgery.

And the oldest problem of the human male, what to do about
his beard, once a choice between its painful extraction hair by hair
or a dangerous adventure with lethally sharp and unguarded steel
{the common-sense nineteenth-century man just let it grow and made
the beard into a status symbol), is now a minor task of a few minutes’
duration. A man, confronting his morning face in his mirror, shaves
either with an electrical contrivance or dabs on lather canned in a
far-off factory and then remowes it and beard with a device in-
geniously designed to protect the face against the careless or shaky
hand. A minor achievement, one might say; but not so minor to a
man who avoids cutting his own throat.

People from age to age have brought all of this about by their
dissatisfaction with the inadequate, a dissatisfaction that moved others
to inventiveness, and by their acceptance of new and better ways lo
accelerate the spiral of change.

As to the future, any predictions of mine might be as wrong as
Cecilia Curry's, who wrote the class prophecy about her fellow Abi-
lene High School graduates of 1909, In the yearbook, The Helianthus
{we might have used plain English and called it The Sunflower, but
Latin added a touch of culture), my brother Edgar is described as
Y. . . the greatest football player of the class.” I am described as “our
best historian and mathematician,” As Cecilia took erystal ball in
hand to read the future of us all, she recorded her findings in the
form of an undated future letter. It was as if written around 1940
or 1944 during a stop she has made in Cleveland on a dream trip
to New York., There. according to her. in the library of a colleze
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Excerpt from At Ease: Stories | Tell to Friends, p. 7. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.

THE KEY TO THE CLOSET T

run by Bessic DeWolf and Winnie Williams of our class, she reads
in the political section of a local newspaper that Edgar Eisenhower,
finishing his second term as President of the United States, might be
clected to a third term. “Then I sat wondering if Edgar really would
take the chair the third time.”

After a spell, Cecilia turns to Miss DeWolf and asks:

“Say, Bess, do you know what has become of Dwight?”

“Why, yes! I hear about all the great men of the world. He is pro-
fessor of history at Yale, . . )"

- S S < S+ S

In recalling Cecilia’s cloudy reading of the Eisenhower boys' fu-
tures, [ should learn better than to attempt forecasts of what will come
to pass; certainly not in specific terms. In my early years at least,
I was content to let well enough alone and read what others had
recorded. As a boy, I never played the prophet.

For me, the reading of history was an end in itself, not a source
of lessons to guide us in the present or to prepare me for the
future. Nor did I become at all aware that the richness and variety
of opportunity in this country would give me, like all of us, a chance
to be joined, intimately and productively, with both the past and
future of the Republic. I did not know what opportunities were
there for the learning. I read history for history's sake, for myself
alone. Sufficient unto the day was the evil thereof—and good, too—in
my thinking.

Had one of our Civil War veterans, for instance, sugpested that
not many years later, I would visit Gettysburg to study the tactics
of the great battlefield where he had fought, my reaction would have
been—"Me?"

What would have been incredible to me in 1900 did come to pass
in 1915, And then three years later I was to be back in Gettysburg
again, as the commander of an Army camp. In 1950 I would buy
property next to the fields where Pickett's men had assembled for the
assault on Cemetery Ridge.

As I drive between farm and office, as [ sit here at my desk owver-
looking the road where thousands of retreating and pursuing troops
poured through on a July afterncon in 1863, all about me are physi-
cal reminders that the history made here was an accumulation of
little incidents, small contributions, minor braveries, and forgotien
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“1914 Howitzer.” Howitzer. 1914. USMA Library. For further detail, visit http://digital-library.usma.edu/
cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/14397.

Once every day, of many a page. and oa a prisied farm.
The T. I most successfully i blowing s own boro.

TRANGE as it may seem, Kavdets find this latest inmide informa-

_ ten of the masl acule leresl,  To wie o il exprosion, we
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tary, aller bas visil 1o Wesl Poinil, in 1204, sapd: " The discipline
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humble apinan the worthy Docter pasped the situstion very com-
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http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/14397
http://digital-library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/14397
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“Review of the Season.” Howitzer, p. 166. 1913. USMA Library. For further detail, visit http://digital-
library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/10944.

Rebiew of ﬂjt Season

ITH the realization of the main abjeet of an Army football season, the natural
inference would be that the past one was a fnilore, \'Il]mu.;,ll unsuccessinl in
4 semiae it must be remembered that both teams cannot win, and that & de-
feated team ie still guccessful if it can accept that reverse l;ui(‘l[y amd fairly,
anid can feel that they have put their hardest efforts into the devélopment of the hest
team possible.  In this way they have contributed their chare towards more
fully establishing the great game of foothall as o clean and manly sport
It 18 indeed hard for anyone othér than those closely connected  with
foothall at the Academy to understand the difficulties encountered in main-
twining a football team which will suecessfully compete with the largest
aniversities in the country.  Although all the physi-
cal exertion necessary i modern foothall is easily
met, still the mental concentration and attention.
which is just ns necessary a factor, is here pre-
vented to a degree becadse of our other more i
portant congiderations, and certainly too great credit
cannot be given the football men of the past vear
fur the earnest efforts [or the advancement of our
success in that game,
The graduntion of 1912 left the center, one
guard, one tackle, and three backfield positions open.
Practice began in carnest on the first Satorday in
September and an excecdingly large aquad turned
ont. The usunl division into the main and Cullom
Hall syuads soon followed. The I'|r-1 game of the season with
Stevens on Oetober Sth, resulted in an easy victory by a score
of 27-0. The outcome pointed to a strong backfiehl and plenty
of competition for the vacant positions, Prichard’s steady and
effective work reassared us in regard to the guarterback posi-
tion,  Many substitutions were made throughom the game
Neither Keyes nor Hoge were in shape to pliy on aceount ol
injorics.
On October 12th Rotgers gave us a betler game than was
expected,  Hoth teams nsed the forward pass soccessfully a
nomber of fimes. The team was still without the
ﬂ aervices of Keyes, while Eisenhower was rapidly
developing into a strong back, Ouwr goal line was
emdangered twice, once doring the secomd and again
during the fourth period, when Rutgers had the ball
on our ten-yard 1I|1lr. In hoth enses we obiuined
the kall on forward passes and soon rushed it out
of danger., The ends worked well during the game
anil bath Hobbs and Prichard showed much abil-
ity carrying the Imll. Rowley played a steady, con-
sistent game and was. defimtely decided upon as
Breévore's: rumning  mate.
The next Saturday Yale made our nexi hig
Eame |.[ the season The ficld was wet and & litile soft hecapse of & llrw.r
ling rain all morning.,  Devore was injured doring the week aml his in-
e ability to tike part in the game was an irreparable loss,  Keyes had
back nto the game by this time, however, and played his usual spec
game. Yale's powerinl offense was muainly boilt abowut Flynn, who was
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“Review of the Season.” Howitzer, p. 167. 1913. USMA Library. For further detail, visit http://digital-
library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/10945.
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“Review of the Season.” Howitzer, p. 168. 1913. USMA Library. For further detail, visit http:/digital-
library.usma.edu/cdm/ref/collection/howitzers/id/10946.
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“A Skin List’ Friday, April 24, 1914.” Howitzer, p. 254.1914. USMA Library.

“B Bhin List”

Fridap, Bpril 24, 1014

Tst Class,
#Allson ... ..... OHhcer of the Guard not remainieg 15 south area as di-
reched, Cap,
Anderson, G, P, . Strong odar of perfure in reom al 8, m. inspection, La
B, 1. EL. ... Late at reveille Lo
Alowgill . .......Failisg to nde kis horse aver hurdle after haviag beer di-
recied 1o do o by ridng imstructon, Ca
Flowgill . . . ... . [hsplaying indiference at ridmg. Ca

Gullisn . .......Dut an mamtel. dusty elothes press. shoss not properdy
ihined, and dust on full dress bat at 5. m wepection. L W

Cullien . «oavis Floor pot properly swept st &, m, inspection, Lt W
Hidon <500 a0 Talking while at attention, marching to dimner. Lr.
Ll . o rnaas Senior Oificer of the Guard, aslesp on duiy. Cap,

Flreat. ..o Mol asuming proper position while dascing after having
been previousdy reparted four times for dthe same offense. Lo

# Wheeler . . ..... Creatmg disturbance i sub-divimon by mollmg an aron
dumbr-bell down the iron saim. Li Col.
and Claws,

FBaye. ......... Mot executing “Squads right” properly at drill after
having been comrected for same. Ca

#Covell . ... .....Failing ta propsrhy prepare [esson in Philosophy. Lt

Esenhower . . ... Misspelling his own mame i chapel permit. e B
Cailletias ossvnss Holding lady’s arm on rond in froot of barracks about
43 p m. Lt C
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“Marksmanship Qualification.” Howitzer. 1915. USMA Library.

Exprert Biflemen

BRADY DLUMNIGARN Bl A RMEY
HRUWMNELL FLLIS MENOHFR
CHAFIN GILKESN MILLER, |- W
COMNKLIMN HARMON MAIDEN
COVELL HEMLEY PARK NSO
LDAVISOMN HOWARL SUMMERS
DONELLY McNABR VAN FLEET
Bharpshonters
ALTRMAN CAMNAHL PRICHARD
BANES GESL |‘ R MRS
BEMNELICT GBS SATLER
BEUKEMA G[LLI:.TE -FMM..L
BHADLEY GORMAMN S5TEVENS
BOOTSE GHRAVES STHATEMEYER
BOYE HALCOMB STRALH
CHERRINCGTON HARHIS STRONG
CURBIN HUMT SITHUHLE
COLGHLAN KING TENNEY
COLSING LORCH TETER
LA LRS00 LY TOMPRING
DEMPSEY Ninc TAGGART WALLINGTON
DUCKSTAD MERILLAT WHITE
EBERTS MeDERMOTT WOODRUFF
EISENHOWER McGFEE YL In
EMERY ORD
EVANS PEABODY
Marksmen

ATKINS HODGSON PULSIFER
AVENT HOWELL QUESENBERK)

LEAM HLUEBARD KNDOHLPH
BETHEL HYDE REAMEY
BRAGLON IRWIN, 8.1 RICHARDS. G. |
BUSHEE NES, C R RITCHEL
CRONKHITE AHLE ROBINSUN
DABNEY KIMBLE ROSSELL
DAVIS, | F. LARKIN RVDER
OWAN 1ESTER SHERRURNI
ESEMNSCHMIDT LIMDMNER EMYLIE
FSTEVES ARSH STICKENEY
FERRIS MDNALD, & C TAYLOR. T F
FINLEY. €. R MeGUIRE. E. © THOMPSON

MK el

GERHARDT. J. J. MENEELY WALDRON
LT AN MILLER. E. F. WALTOMN
HALL MILLS WARRIN
HANLEY. T. 1 MLUELLER, P. |, WATSON
AT MUCGELBERG WEART
HEHRICK O'ARIEN WILLIAMS L
HESS FEEBRLES WOGAMN
HORRES PEMIELETON LUMNLIEL
HOCKER PRICE
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“Cadet Record of Dwight David Eisenhower,” p. 1. Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.
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“Cadet Record of Dwight David Eisenhower,” p. 2. Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.
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“Cadet Record of Dwight David Eisenhower,” p. 3. Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.
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“Cadet Record of Dwight David Eisenhower,” p. 4. Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.
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Excerpt from At Ease: Stories | Tell to Friends, p. 15. Combined Arms Research Digital Library.

CHAFPTER X111

The Tragic Road to Panama

* W T "W

The first necessity was to walk hundreds of yards in the tropical heat
across the Canal on one of the lock gates.

For Mamie that walk was the worst possible avenue of entry to
a foreign station. Crossing it, she probably thought that nothing
in the United States was ever like this. An authentic American, and
like many native Jowans, she considered the whole world a wonder-
ful place especially when she was living neatly between MNew York
and Son Francisco. She thoroughly believed in the broadening in-
Auences of foreign travel—if she knew she could get back home
SO0,

Panama was not the best introduction to life beyond our borders,
The houses at our new station were old, flimsy survivals of Canal
construction days. To keep vermin out was difficult. They were in-
fested with bats; and Mamie hated bats with a passion. Frequent
thundershowers penctrated roofs and walls and windows and made
living there too damp for comfort—except for those black, winged
vnwelcome visitors who seemed to thrive in the Turkish bath our
bouse became after every storm.

Although Mamie did a little horseback riding, she never has and
never will consider outdoor sports a worthwhile way to spend her
time, During our Canal Zone tour, there was little to find in the way
of entertainment, except a dance on Friday night and a club bridge
party on Wednesdays.

The only easy way to get back and forth across the isthmus was
by rail. Indeed, it was rumored that the rallway company, owned
by the government, of course, would not allow any trans-isthmian
roads to be built becawse their use would reduce revenues from
necessary travel back and forth. This gave us material of an evening
for gripe sessions about bureavcrats and their ways,

We could, by advance arrangement, get an automobile across the
isthmus by driving on top of the Canal gates. But this caused the
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16 THE PEACETIME ARMY

lockmen a great deal of trouble and our contact with the outside
world, consequently, was not claose,

Although our families occasionally went shopping in the city, in
the main we lived ont of the commissarics and post exchange at
Gaillard. Monotony was relieved for most of us by the unstable
nature of the land. We lived on the edge of the Cuolebra Cut, where
we were constantly bothered by mud slides that went into the Canal,
blocking it to traffic. Gigantic dredges would tackle the task of
moving the slide back into the hinterland for a few days, weeks,
or months before the next mammoth movement. We didn’t consider
the slides a hazard; they were a foil o the daily routine.

It wasn't until T visited Panama after World War 11 when T flew
back and forth across the area, that [ saw to my horror that the
entire post where we had once lived had slid into the Canal and
had to be laboriouwsly dredged out of the main channel.

Except for such dubious enterfainments, my tour of duty was
one of the most interesting and constructive of my life. The main
reason was the presence of one man, General Fox Conner.

The commander of our brigade was a practical officer, down to
earth, equally at home in the company of the mast important people
in the region and with any of the men in any regiment. General
Conner was a tall, easygoing Mississippian, he never put on airs of
any kind, and he was as open and honest as any man I have
known. One change in my attitude he accomplished quickly—with
profound and endless results,

In asking me a casual question, General Conner discovered that
I had little or no interest left in military history. My aversion was
a result of its treatment at West Point as an out-and-out memory
course. In the case of the Battle of Gettysburg, for instance, each
student was instructed to memocrize the names of every brigadier
in the opposing armies and to know exactly where his unit was
stationed at every hour during the three days of the batile. Little
attempt was made to explain the meaning of the batile, why it
came about, what the commanders hoped to accomplish, and the
real reason why Lee invaded the North the second time. I this
was military history, I wanted no part of it

General Conner made no comment, [ found mysell invited to
his quarters in the evening and [ saw that he had an extraordinary
library, especially in military affairs. We talked for a time and he
went through the library and picked out two or three historical
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THE TRAGIC BEOAD TO PANAMA 17

novels, “You might be interested in these,” he said quietly. I remem-
ber that one of them was The Long Roll by Mary Johnston, and
another The Exploits of Brigadier Gerard in the Napoleonic Wars,
A third was The Crisis by the American Winston Churchill,

They were stirring stories and I liked them. When I returned the
books, the General asked me what T thought. As we talked about
them, he zaid, “Wouldn't you like to know something of what the
armies were actually doing during the period of the novels you've
just read?”

Well, that seemed logical enough and T expressed an interest,
He took down a few books on the military history of those periods,

The upshot was that I found myself becoming fascinated with
the subject, But fascination wasnt enough. After T read the first of
these books, General Conner questioned me closely about the de-
cisions made—why they were made and under what conditions.
“What do yvou think would have been the outcome if this decision
had been just the opposite?” “What were the alternatives? And so
I read Granot's and Sheridan’s memoirs, and a good deal of John
Codman Ropes on the Civil War. T read Clausewitz's On War three
times and & wolume that was the Comte de Pans' Army of the
Potomac narrative. The General did not urge me to read the Comte
de Paris in its entircty but only certain chapters that bore upon
campaigns we were discussing. He had me read Fremantle's account
of the Battle of Gettysburg, as well as that of Haskell. The best
oulline or summarized history of the Civil War, he thought, was
Steele’s Campaigns. As | began to absorb the material of these books,
I became even more interested in our Civil War and we spent many
hours in analyzing its campaigns.

The best chance for such conversations was when we were out
on reconnaissance, In the tropics, the terrain, or rather the usable
features of the terrain, change rapidly. A trail made one year through
the jungle can be completely overgrown by the time the dry season
makes travel over it possible once more; or a landslide may wipe
out all traces of it, Because we were constantly laying out routes
and charting them on maps for the rapid movement of troops and
their supply trains (which were mostly pack animals), so that we
might be able to meet with considerable force any enemy landing
on our sector of the Canal, we spent a good deal of time during the
dry season in this kind of work.
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18 THE PEACETIME ARMY

Usually, we were on horse eight hours a day, most of it at
a walk. We would make camp before dark. Close to the equator, the
sun sefs early and during the long hours before bedtime, between
6:30 and 10:00, we sat around a small campfire and talked about
the Civil War or Napoleon's operations.

Our talks went further afield. General Conner was a natural
leader and something of a philosopher, both as a student and as
a storchouse of axiomatic advice, He was the man who first re-
marked to me, “Always take your job seriously, never yoursell"
He was the man who taught me that splendid line from the
French, “All generalities are false, including this one.” The range
and curiosity of his mind was not limited to military affairs. (It's
a pleasure to give credit here for two quotations that I used later in
life on hundreds, if not thousands, of occasions.) He often quoted
Shakespeare at length and be could relate his works to wars under
discussion.

“Mow when Shakespeare wrote his plays," General Conner might
say, "he frequently portrayed soldiers, and not entirely fictional
ones—historical figures such as Prince Hal and Richard. In describing
these soldiers, their actions, and giving them speech, Shakespeare
undoubtedly was describing soldiers he knew at first hand, identifying
them, making them part of his own characters. Even when he was
writing of Julius Caesar, the dramatist must have endowed him with
an education, characteristics, mannerisms that Shakespeare knew in
some of the leaders of his own time™

With this kind of lead into a discussion, sometimes hardly more
than a rambling bull session, we would broaden it into a general
conversation about the long history of man, his ideas, and works,
Excited by these talks and thoughts, I read in the works of authors
strange to me: Plato, and Tacitus of the Roman nation, and in
historical and philosophical writers among the moderns, including
Mietzsche, Mo matter what time of day or evening I would walk
across t0 General Conner’s house to ask for another book from
his library, he scemed delighted that 1 was there. And when he got
the book of my choice, he would usually volunteer a second. As I
read each one, T tried to digest its main themes and important points
—I could be sure that sooner or later the General would be asking
me about them.
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THE TRAGIC ROAD TO PANAMA 14

Our conversations coatinued throughout the three years T served
with him in the isolated post of Camp Gaillard. It is clear now
that life with General Conner was a sort of graduvate school in
military affairs and the humanities, leavened by the comments and
discourses of a man who was experienced in his knowledge of
men and their conduct. I can never adequately express my gratitude
to this one gentleman, for it took years before I fully realized the
value of what he had led me through. And then General Conner
was gone. But in a lifetime of association with great and pood men,
he iz the one more or less invisible figure to whom I owe an in-
calculable debt.
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