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INTRODUCTION

In 1954, the United States Supreme 
Court handed down the unanimous, 
landmark Brown v. Board of Education 
decision that rocked the nation to its core by 
proclaiming “separate educational facilities 
are inherently unequal.” The established 
doctrine of “separate but equal” in public 
education was rejected, ending 60 years of 
legal separation of the races in public 
schools. The ramifications for the Jim Crow 
South were staggering and, for some, 
unthinkable.  

After the Supreme Court ruled that 
integration of public education would 
proceed “with all deliberate speed,” the Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Board of Education 
adopted their superintendent’s plan, which 
called for a minimal amount of integration to 
be phased in gradually over the next six 
years. When the plan was made public, and 
patrons realized that racial integration would 
begin with the school district’s youngest 
students, the outcry from the white parents 
forced the school board to rethink their 
decision. Upon further reconsideration, the 
school board announced that integration 
would begin with Little Rock’s Central High 
School in the fall of 1957.

President of the United States, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower is forced to react 
when Orval Faubus, Governor of Arkansas, 
orders state National Guard troops to defy 
federal law and stop nine African-American 
students from attending Central High. 
Through simulations and primary sources, 
this program brings to life the pivotal events 
from the historical 1956-57 school year in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 
                    
OBJECTIVES

• Students will gain knowledge of the 
characteristics and value of primary 
sources.

• Students will learn how citizens in the 
South reacted to Brown v. Board of 
Education which determined segregation  
in public schools to be unconstitutional.

• Students will explore the leadership of the 
historic figures involved in the civil rights 
issues that played out in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, in 1957.

• By portraying various leaders, the 
students will examine primary source 
documents to make their own decision 
about what action needs to be taken by 
President Eisenhower.

• Students will practice their own leadership 
skills as they address President Eisenhower 
and justify their recommendation.
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Common Core State Standards

RI - Reading Informative Text 1, 4, 7, 8, 

WHST - Writing 1A, 1B, 1C, 7

SL - Speaking and Listening
1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 

2, 3, 4

RH - History/Social Studies 1, 2, 3, 7

For more detail on each of these standards, go to www.ksde.org.
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ApplicableStandards

Natl. Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

Culture  Theme 1

Time, Continuity., and Change Theme 2

Individual Development and 
Identity Theme 4

Individuals, Groups, and 
Instsitutions

Theme 5

Power, Authority, and 
Governance Theme 6

Civic Ideals and Practices Theme 10

Kansas Standards for History, Government, and Social Studies

U.S. History:  
International 

Experience to Present
Civil Rights & Social Change 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

United States 
Government

The Role of the Citizen:  Civic Values, Politics, 
and Government; Human and Civil Rights in 

American Democracy
1, 2, 3, 4, 5
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For more detail on each of these 
standards, go to www.corestandards.org/

ELA-Literacy/.

For more detail on each of these 
standards, go to 

www.socialstudies.org/standards.
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/Content%20Area%20(F-L)/History,%20Government,%20and%20Social%20Studies/2013%20Kansas%20History%20Government%20Social%20Studies%20Standards.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/Content%20Area%20(F-L)/History,%20Government,%20and%20Social%20Studies/2013%20Kansas%20History%20Government%20Social%20Studies%20Standards.pdf
http://www.socialstudies.org/standards
http://www.socialstudies.org/standards


                                       

1.  Prepare for this lesson by preprinting the following pages and files:

•	 Team Summaries, pages 5-6.  Print one per team or student, teacher discretion.

• Name Tags, pages 7-11.  Print one copy of the name tags.  Cut out each of these 

name tags.

• Biography Cards File, pages 12-43.  Print one copy of the biography cards 

double-sided so the name and photo appears on one side and “In their words” 
appears on the opposite side.  Cut biography cards apart.


• Presidential Options and Document Analysis Form, pages 44-45.  Make double-
sided copies, one per student.


•	 Primary Source Document Files, print one set per team:

	 	 Civil Rights Activists Team - pages 47, 51-76

	 	 Federal Team - pages 48, 77-93

	 	 Southern Leaders Team - pages 49, 94-128 

This program can ideally accommodate up to 32 students and requires at least two 
hours to complete. 


2.  To begin the lesson assign each student a character, and give each his/her name tag 
and corresponding biography.  Their TEAM assignment will be on the biography card 
(Civil Rights Activists, Federal, or Southern Leaders).  Have students assemble into their 
teams.  Give each team a “Team Summary” and direct them to become acquainted with 
their team’s role. 


3.  Show Segment #1 from Eyes on the Prize.    
See page 46 for information on how to obtain the videos.   
	 Facilitator introduction prior to this video segment:  The first day of the 1957-58 
school year is fast approaching in Little Rock, Arkansas.  The school district’s integration 
plan is in place.  Nine African American students are preparing to enter all-white Central 
High School for the first time.


4.  Facilitator overview of the lesson:  We are going to explore the leadership of the 
historic figures involved in the civil rights issues that played out in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
in 1957.  The capstone of today’s activities will be a press conference.  Each of the three 
teams will present a recommendation for a plan of action to President Eisenhower:  Civil 
Rights Activists, Southern Leaders, and Federal Team.  All teams will take questions from 
the audience.  President Eisenhower will make a decision and he, along with the other 
members of the Federal team, will take questions.

	 Instruct students that they will have three opportunities to get the kind of 
information needed to be effective in the press conference:  film footage like they just 
watched; the biographies of the people involved; and the primary source documents 
they will be analyzing later in this lesson.


5.  Direct students to read the biography cards and share some insights about each 
character within the teams.


6.  Next, have each team member introduce his/her character’s name, title and one 
quote from the biography card to the rest of the group.


7.  Show Segment #2 from Eyes on the Prize.  See page 46 for information on how to 
obtain these videos.

APPROXIMATE 
TIME REQUIRED:

5 MINUTES


10 MINUTES


5 MINUTES	 


	 	 


5 MINUTES


	 	 

10 MINUTES


5 MINUTES

LessonOverview
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	 Facilitator introduction prior to video:  For 18 days the Arkansas National Guard 
remains in place at Central High School.  Federal Judge Davies finally orders Governor 
Orval Faubus to stop interfering with the integration process on September 20th. 
Governor Faubus removes the National Guard troops from the school, and the Little 
Rock Nine prepare to re-enter Central High School on Monday, September 23rd.


8.  Direct students to review the Primary Document Analysis sheet (page 45) and the 
four possible options from which President Eisenhower can choose in order to solve the 
crisis at Central High School (page 44).  Inform students that — as they are reading their 
team’s documents — each student should use the analysis sheet to record their 
findings.  Each should choose an option or combination of options and be prepared to 
justify their decision. Encourage the teams to discuss their findings, and expect each 
team member to share at the final session.

	 Direct students to their team’s set of primary documents.  Each student should 
pick at least one to analyze.  (Primary source document files begin on page 46.)


9.  Reassemble in an auditorium or classroom with a table where each team can be 
seated.  Teams will present in this order:  Civil Rights Activists; Southern Leaders; 
Federal Team. Each team needs to select a captain to begin the presentation. The 
captain will present their findings and make a recommendation to President Eisenhower 
as to which option would be the best. Then, all other members take a turn doing the 
same. After each team is finished, they may field questions from the rest of the group. 
At this time, the facilitator may want to challenge the team with some questions if none 
are being offered by the students.

Example:


•	 Civil Rights Activists: Why would you put black students at risk?

•	 Southern Leaders:  What do you fear will happen if the schools are integrated?

•	 Federal Team:  Explain your vision for our country as we move forward with 	
	 integration?


After the Federal Team has spoken, President Eisenhower will summarize the facts and 
recommendations and then conclude with a decision.


11.  The final activity is to view the video showing the actual events in Little Rock to see 
what option President Eisenhower used.

      Segment #3 from Eyes on the Prize.  See page 46 for information on how to obtain 
these videos.


12.  To culminate the lesson, encourage discussion:

• the events viewed in the video  

• civil rights issues still being addressed today 

• how leadership qualities were demonstrated

• power of the Constitution, (Amendment 14)


45 MINUTES


30 MINUTES


5 MINUTES


10 MINUTES
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“Mob rule cannot be allowed to override the 
decisions of our courts.”

-Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1957



                                       

Federal Team
President Eisenhower’s goal is to find a way to uphold federal court decisions while 
maintaining the peace.  The goal of the Federal team is to advise President Eisenhower on 
the issues surrounding the Brown v. Board decision and the events unfolding in Little Rock, 
Arkansas.
Focus questions:
• What has happened before this crisis in Little Rock, triggered by Brown v. Board?
• What is President Eisenhower being criticized for?  By whom?
• Does President Eisenhower have the power to intervene if rioting/resistance goes beyond 

the ability of local officials to control it?
• Does President Eisenhower have the power to intervene if local officials refuse to 

implement desegregation?

Members of the Federal Team are:
• Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the United States
• Sherman Adams, Assistant to the President
• E. Frederick Morrow, Administrative Officer, White House
• Herbert Brownell, Attorney General of the United States
• Ronald N. Davies, Judge, U.S. District Court
• Val Washington, Director of Minorities, Republican National Committee
• James “Jim” Hagerty, Press Secretary, White House
• Maxwell Rabb, Secretary to the Cabinet
• Andrew Goodpaster,* Staff Secretary, White House

Southern Leaders Team
There is a broad range of opinions amongst these Southern Leaders about both the Supreme 
Court ruling on Brown v. Board and how (and if) that ruling impacts public schools in Little 
Rock.  The majority of the members of this team want to maintain the status quo which is 
segregated schools.  The members of this team hold a wide range of opinions about why that 
should be and how to ensure the schools remain segregated.  Your team’s interpretation of the 
constitutional separation of powers (federal vs. state) puts you at odds with much of the 
country.
Focus questions:
• Who says you have to comply with Brown v. Board?
• Is there a legal right that Governor Faubus can point to if he chooses not to comply with 

the Supreme Court’s ruling in this case?
• Does Amendment 10 of the U.S. Constitution apply?
• Could anything convince you that schools should be integrated?
• How might Brown v. Board and integration of public schools be a threat to Southern 

culture?

Members of the Southern Leaders Team are:
• Eugene “Gene” Smith, Asst. Chief of Police, Little Rock
• Virgil T. Blossom, Supt. of Schools, Little Rock, Arkansas
• Orval E. Faubus, Governor, Arkansas
• Elizabeth Huckaby, Vice-Principal for Girls, Central High School

5

TeamSummaries

*Suggested characters to eliminate if there are not 32 students.



                                       

September 9, 1957:
President Eisenhower 
signs the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957 in his 
office at the naval 
base in Newport, 
Rhode Island.
Photo courtesy of the 
Eisenhower 
Presidential Archives.

• Woodrow Mann, Mayor, Little Rock, Arkansas        
• Jess W. Matthews, Principal, Central High School
• Richard Russell, U.S. Senator, Georgia
• James Eastland,* U.S. Senator, Mississippi
• James Eison,* Student, Central High School
• James “Jimmy” Byrnes, Governor, South Carolina
• John Stennis, U.S. Senator, Mississippi

Civil Rights Activists Team
This team is made up of high-profile members of the NAACP (National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People - pronounced “N double A C P”), prominent lawyers, the 
students who will come to be known as the Little Rock Nine, and other ardent civil rights 
supporters.  It has taken years of hard work to achieve the historic Supreme Court ruling 
Brown v. Board. The NAACP staff, led by attorney Thurgood Marshall, settled on this strategy:  
No more will we fight the battle over “equal” while accepting “separate.”  A citizen’s right to an 
equal education cannot be fulfilled in a separate system.
Focus questions:
• What gives the Little Rock Nine the right to go to Central High School?
• What strategies are communities using to comply, or not comply, with the court order to 

desegregate public schools?
• What does your team see as President Eisenhower’s role in the integration of public 

schools?
• Do you feel personally threatened as you carry out this work in Little Rock?

Members of the Civil Rights Activists Team are:
• Elizabeth Eckford, Student, Central High School
• Minnijean Brown, Student, Central High School
• Ernest Green, Student, Central High School
• Gloria Ray, Student, Central High School
• Melba Pattillo, Student, Central High School
• Terrence Roberts, Student, Central High School
• Carlotta Walls, Student, Central High School
• Jackie Robinson, NAACP Board Member
• Wiley Austin Branton, Attorney, NAACP
• Dr. Louisa Holt,* Professor of Psychology, University of Kansas
• Thurgood Marshall, Attorney, NAACP
• Daisy Bates, President, Arkansas NAACP

6

September 24, 1957:  
President Eisenhower 
has a special broadcast 
on the crisis at Little 
Rock.
Photo courtesy of the 
Eisenhower 
Presidential Archives.

*Suggested characters to eliminate if there are not 32 students.



                                       

BiographyCards
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NameTags &

The following pages contain the name tags and biography cards that correspond with 
the characters that students will assume in this lesson.  

The name tags are formatted to print on Avery brand, White Adhesive Flexible Name 
Badge Labels, 2 1/3” x 3 3/8”.  Or, they could be printed and cut to fit inside top-load 
name badge holders, hanging-style, 3” x 4”.  Each student should wear his/her 
character’s name tag during the Little Rock program in order for them to better adapt 
to their character and other students will be able to identify who’s who.

The biography cards are printed double-sided and cut in half so that each student 
receives the card that provides some information about their character and therefore 
better understands his/her approach to the situation in Little Rock.  
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Eugene “Gene” Smith
Assistant Chief of Police, Little 

Rock

Southern Leaders
Team

John Stennis
U.S. Senator, Mississippi

Southern Leaders
Team

Woodrow Mann
Mayor, City of Little Rock

Southern Leaders
Team

Orval E. Faubus
Governor of Arkansas

Southern Leaders
Team

Virgil T. Blossom
Superintendent of Schools

Little Rock, Arkansas

Southern Leaders
Team

Elizabeth Huckaby
Vice-Principal for Girls, 

Central High School

Southern Leaders
Team

James Eison
Central High School Student

Southern Leaders
Team

Richard Russell
U.S. Senator, Georgia

Southern Leaders
Team
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James Eastland
U.S. Senator, Mississippi

Southern Leaders
Team

Jess W. Matthews
Principal, Central High School

Southern Leaders
Team

Terrence Roberts
Student

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Carlotta Walls
Student

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Gloria Ray
Student

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Melba Patillo
Student

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Ernest Green
Student

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Elizabeth Eckford
Student

Civil Rights Activists 
Team
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Dr. Louisa Holt
Professor of Psychology

University of Kansas
Civil Rights Activists 

Team

Minnijean Brown
Student

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Thurgood Marshall
Attorney, NAACP
Civil Rights Activists

Team

Jackie Robinson
NAACP Board Member

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Daisy Bates
President, Arkansas NAACP

Civil Rights Activists
Team

Wiley Austin Branton
NAACP Attorney

Civil Rights Activists
Team

  

Sherman Adams
Assistant to the President

Federal Team

Dwight D. 
Eisenhower

President of the United States
Federal Team
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E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer, White 

House
Federal Team

Herbert Brownell
Attorney General of the  United 

States
Federal Team

Ronald N. Davies
Judge, U.S. District Court

Federal Team

Val Washington
Director of Minorities

Republican National Committee
Federal Team

James “Jim” 
Hagerty

Press Secretary, White House
Federal Team

Andrew Goodpaster
White House Staff Secretary

Federal Team

James “Jimmy” Byrnes
Governor of South Carolina

Former U.S. Representative, U.S. Senator
 and Supreme Court Justice

Southern Leaders
Team

Maxwell Rabb
Secretary to the Cabinet

Federal Team



                                       

Little Rock Nine Member

✓

✓

✓

Elizabeth EckfordCivil Rights Activist

Little Rock Nine Member

✓

✓

✓

Ernest GreenCivil Rights Activist



                                       

In Ernest’s own words...

In Elizabeth’s own words...



                                       

Little Rock Nine Member

✓

✓

✓

Gloria RayCivil Rights Activist

Little Rock Nine Member

✓

✓

Melba PattilloCivil Rights Activist



                                       

In Melba’s own words...

In Gloria’s own words...



                                       

Little Rock Nine Member

✓

✓

✓

Terrence RobertsCivil Rights Activist

Little Rock Nine Member

✓

✓

✓

Carlotta WallsCivil Rights Activist



                                       

In Carlotta’s own words...

In Terrance’s own words...



                                       

Little Rock Nine Member

✓

✓

✓

Minnijean BrownCivil Rights Activist

NAACP Board Member

✓

✓

✓

Jackie RobinsonCivil Rights Activist



                                       

In Jackie’s own words...

In Minnijean’s own words…



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Dr. Louisa HoltCivil Rights Activists

Professor of Psychology, 
University of Kansas

✓

✓

✓

Sherman AdamsFederal

Assistant to the President



                                       

Excerpt  from Trial Testimony

In Louisa’s own words...

In Sherman’s own words...



                                       

President of the United States

✓

✓

✓

Dwight D. EisenhowerFederal

✓

✓

✓

Thurgood MarshallCivil Rights Activist

Attorney, NAACP



                                       

In Thurgood’s own words...

In Dwight’s own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Orval E. FaubusSouthern Leaders

Governor of Arkansas

✓

✓

✓

Eugene “Gene” SmithSouthern Leaders

Assistant Chief of Police, 
Little Rock



                                       

In Orval’s own words...

In Gene’s own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Herbert BrownellFederal

Attorney General of the U.S.

✓

✓

✓

E. Frederic MorrowFederal

Administrative Officer, White 
House



                                       

In Frederic’s own words...

In Herbert’s own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Val WashingtonFederal

Director of Minorities 
Republican National 

Committee

✓

✓

✓

Ronald N. DaviesFederal

Judge, U.S. District Court

No Photo



                                       

In Ronald’s own words...

More About Val...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

James “Jim” HagertyFederal

Press Secretary, White House

✓

✓

✓

Daisy BatesCivil Rights Activist

President, Arkansas NAACP



                                       

In Daisy’s own words...

In Jim’s own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Woodrow MannSouthern Leaders

Mayor, City of Little Rock

✓

✓

✓

Maxwell RabbFederal

Secretary to the Cabinet



                                       

Excerpts from Telegram to President Eisenhower
In Woodrow’s own words...

In Maxwell’s own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Richard RussellSouthern Leaders

U.S. Senator, Georgia

✓

✓

✓

James EisonSouthern Leaders

Central High School Student



                                       

Excerpt from the Southern Manifesto
In Richard’s own words...

In James’ own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

John StennisSouthern Leaders

U.S. Senator, Mississippi

✓

✓

✓

Virgil T. BlossomSouthern Leaders

Superintendent of Little 
Rock Schools



                                       

In John’s own words...

In Virgil’s own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Elizabeth HuckabySouthern Leaders

Vice-Principal for Girls, Central 
High School

✓

✓

✓

Jess W. MatthewsSouthern Leaders

Principal, Central High 
School



                                       

In Elizabeth’s own words…

In Jess’ own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

James EastlandSouthern Leaders

U.S. Senator, Mississippi

✓

✓

✓

James “Jimmy” ByrnesSouthern Leaders

Governor of South Carolina
Former U.S. Representative,

U.S. Senator and Supreme Court Justice



                                       

In James’ own words...

In Jimmy’s own words...



                                       

✓

✓

✓

Wiley Austin BrantonCivil Rights Activists

NAACP Attorney

✓

✓

✓

Andrew GoodpasterFederal

White House Staff Secretary



                                       

In Wiley’s own words...

More About Andrew...
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DocumentAnalysis
Student’s Name: _________________________ Character being played: ______________________

1. What type of primary document did you analyze?
Letter Memo Telegram Report Diary Interview Other:___________

2. If possible, identify the following:

Name or Title: __________________________________________________  Date: _____________

From: __________________________________  To: _____________________________________

3. Pull out three facts obtained from this primary document.
I.
II.  
III.

4. How do you, as your character, feel about the facts above and how do they affect your situation?

5. What do you, as your character, want President Eisenhower to do about the crisis unfolding in 
Little Rock and why?

Hidden Hand Bully Pulpit Ceasefire Federal Intervention

6. What information can you provide to President Eisenhower to help him make the decision that is 
in your character’s best interest? Remember, you must legally justify this decision.



                                                                     

Hidden Hand:
Do nothing publicly.  Make it privately clear to Governor Faubus that he has one last 
chance to remedy this situation.

Bully Pulpit:*
Bring public pressure to bear on Governor Faubus and the citizens of Arkansas.  
Publicly insist that Governor Faubus carry out the constitutional duties of his office and 
uphold the U.S. Constitution.

Ceasefire:
Declare a national “cooling off” period in order to facilitate a de-escalation of tensions, 
resistance and violence.  How long would that “cooling off” period be?  What would be 
the next step?

Federal Intervention:
Order in federal troops to restore order and to carry out the Supreme Court’s Brown v. 
Board ruling.  All options for state and/or local solutions have been exhausted.  Open 
defiance of the laws and rule by mob violence cannot be tolerated if there is to be life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in a free society.

*This term was coined by President Theodore Roosevelt, who referred to the American presidency as a 
“bully pulpit,” by which he meant a terrific platform from which one could persuasively advocate an 
agenda.

45

PresidentialOptions



                                                                     

VideoClips
The landmark series Eyes on the Prize, produced by Blackside and first broadcast in 1987, is 
a fourteen-hour television documentary series about the Civil Rights Movement.  It was aired 
by PBS as part of their series American Experience.  The first season, Eyes on the Prize: 
America's Civil Rights Years 1954–1964 consisted of six episodes, which premiered on 
January 21, 1987.  The second season, Eyes on the Prize II: America at the Racial 
Crossroads 1965–1985, consisted of eight episodes, which aired on January 15, 1990.  

The segments used in this lesson are contained in the first season (1987): 
• Episode one, “Awakenings (1954-1956)” directed by Judith Vecchoine, written by Steve 

Fayer, and originally aired on January 21, 1987.
• Episode 2, “Fighting Back (1957-1962)” directed by Judith Vecchoine, written by Steve 

Fayer, and originally aired on January 28, 1987. 

The full DVD can be purchased online at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/.  
This site is also a wonderful resource for teaching about America’s Civil Rights Movement.

Another option is to view the episodes on You Tube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Bi_WX0rOwzM.  The title is “PBS American Experience & Eyes on the Prize Part 1, 
Awakenings Part 2, Fighting Back.”  It was posted by Dotson Johnston on July 16, 2015. 

• Segment #1 runs from 55:07 to 1:05:54.
• Segment #2 runs from 1:05:55 to 1:11:14.
• Segment #3 runs from 1:11:15 to 1:23:37.

46

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bi_WX0rOwzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bi_WX0rOwzM
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/eyesontheprize/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bi_WX0rOwzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bi_WX0rOwzM


                                       

Civil Rights Activists Team Documents 

51 Press Release. Statement by President Eisenhower at the U.S. Naval Base, Newport, 
Rhode Island.  September 23, 1957.  Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.

52-53 Press Release.  Proclamation 3204: Obstruction of Justice in the State of Arkansas. By 
the President of the United States of America.  September 23, 1957.  Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Presidential Library.

54 Reminiscences of Lee Johnson.  2005.  Page 7.  The Oral History collection of the 
National Park Service, Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site.

55 Letter.  E.F. Morrow from Roy Wilkins. December 2, 1955.  Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Presidential Library.

56 Emery, Jane.  “Can You Meet the Challenge?”  Tiger.  September 19, 1957.  (The 
Tiger was the student newspaper at Little Rock Central High School that was 
published every two weeks.)

57-58 Speech by Roy Wilkins.  February 3,1955.  Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential 
Library.* 

59-61 Telegram.  Woodrow Wilson Mann, Mayor of Little Rock, to President Eisenhower. 
September 23, 1957.  Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library. 

62-63 Telegram.  Woodrow Wilson Mann to President Eisenhower.  September 24, 1957.  
Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.

64-68 Trial Testimony in Brown et al. v Board of Education of Topeka:  Louisa Holt.  United 
States District Court of Kansas.

69-74 Book excerpt.  Bates, Daisy.  From The Long Shadow of Little Rock:  A Memoir. 
Fayetteville, AR:  University of Arkansas Press, 2014.

75 Press Release by Congressman Adam Clayton Powell.  August 30, 1957.  Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Presidential Library.

76 Memo.  Sept. 24, 1957.  “List of Needs to Function Successfully with Negro Students.”  
by Jess W. Matthews, principal of Little Rock Central High School.
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PrimaryDocuments
page

*This document included in this lesson is a recreated version of the nearly illegible original.  Notations 
are provided when portions were deleted to provide a more manageable length for students.
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Federal Team Documents

77 Diary excerpt.  Notes dictated by the President on October 8, 1957, concerning visit of 
Governor Orval Faubus of Arkansas to Little Rock on September 14, 1957.  Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Presidential Library.

78 Memorandum.  For Jim Hagerty.  Dictated by Andy Goodpaster, after conferring by 
telephone with Governor Adams.  September 19, 1957.  Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Presidential Library.

52-53 Press Release.  Proclamation 3204: Obstruction of Justice in the State of Arkansas. By 
the President of the United States of America.  September 23, 1957.  Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Presidential Library.

79-80 Letter.  James F. Byrnes to Governor Faubus.  “Personal and Confidential.”  December 
1, 1953.  Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.*

81 Telephone Calls.  September 20, 1957.  Dwight D. Eisenhower Presidential Library.
82 List.  “Administration Accomplishments:  Civil Rights.”  January 7, 1954.  Dwight D. 

Eisenhower Presidential Library.*
83 Letter.  Val J. Washington to President Eisenhower.  July 28, 1955.  Dwight D. 

Eisenhower Presidential Library.*
84-85 Letter.  President Eisenhower to Val J. Washington.  August 1, 1955.  Dwight D. 

Eisenhower Presidential Library.*  
86-88 Letter.  President Eisenhower to Swede Hazlett.  July 22, 1957.Eisenhower 

Presidential Library.*  
89 Handwritten notes by President Eisenhower on decision to send troops to Little Rock.  

September 1957.  Eisenhower Presidential Library.
90-93 Summary of FBI Report in Little Rock, Arkansas.  September 13, 1957.
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Southern Leaders Documents

94-95 Letter.  Robert F. Kennon to President Eisenhower.  November 20, 1953.  
Eisenhower Presidential Library.

96 Article.  Matthews, J.W.  “Principal’s Message:  Character, Citizenship Lead to 
Student Success.”  The Tiger.  (Little Rock Central High School’s school 
newspaper) September 19, 1957. 

97 Letter.  James Byrnes to President Eisenhower.  November 20, 1953.  
Eisenhower Presidential Library.

98-99 Resolution S.R. No. 20 by Senators Hollis of 24th, Neel of 7th and Overby of 
the 33rd.  Eisenhower Presidential Library.*

100-110  Book excerpt.  Blossom, Virgil.  It HAS Happened Here.  New York:  Harper, 
1959.

111-113  Telegram.  Woodrow Wilson Mann (Mayor of Little Rock) to President 
Eisenhower.  September 23, 1957.  Eisenhower Presidential Library.

114-115 Telegram.  Woodrow Wilson Mann to President Eisenhower.  September 24, 
1957.  Eisenhower Presidential Library.

116-119 Article.  Byrnes, James F.  “Johnson Drafted for Governor.”  Arkansas Faith.  
May, 1956.  

120 Proclamation. “To all to whom these presents shall come — Greetings.”  State 
of Arkansas.  September 2, 1957.  

121-123 Declaration.  “The Southern Manifesto.”  Congressional Record, 84th 
Congress, Second Session.  Vol. 102, part 4.  March 12, 1956.  Washington, 
D.C.: Governmental Printing Office.  1956.  4459-4460.

124-128 Report.  “Segregation in Public Schools in Arkansas, Civil Rights.”  July 24, 
1957.  

*This document included in this lesson is a recreated version of the nearly illegible original.  Notations 
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Address of ROY WILKINS, Adminstrator,
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